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Creekside Celebrating


Dr. Suess’ Birthday


Sponsored by: Media Center & PTA


February 22 – March 2, 2010


What: Read as many books as you can.


How: Write information on hat sheet (title, author, illustrator, main idea, your name and teacher’s name).


Win: Winners will be announced every day.


(18 winners each day)


Celebration: All staff and students wear hats on Tuesday March 2nd to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ Birthday.


The Award winning author


Frances O’Roark


will present a program to some 4th and 5th grade classes.





Caught doing something extra special!


Special thanks to Bitsy Butts for taking the time to sign Creekside up for surplus computers towers from the EPA Campus in the Triangle. We are going to receive 25 towers by the end of the month. DPS was kind enough to supply us with 25 new monitors and key boards to go along with these towers. 





Melissa Rooney planted $200.00 worth of flower bulbs on the school grounds from 'Keep Durham Beautiful”  and helped Creekside to win $500.00 from Care2 web contest.





Many thanks to both ladies.





Newsletter Contacts:





Lori Farley


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lfarley1@nc.rr.com" ��lfarley1@nc.rr.com� 





Tina Casto, Editor, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tina.casto@gmail.com" ��tina.casto@gmail.com� 





Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.creeksidepta.com" ��www.creeksidepta.com� or �HYPERLINK "http://creekside.dpsnc.net/"��creekside.dpsnc.net�








Creekside Elementary Teacher of the year!


Patricia Vanderhoof


Mrs. Vanderhoof has been voted by her peers as Creekside’s teacher of the year. We are very lucky to have her and the more than 25 years of experience and talent she brings to our school. She challenges our students to see objects in a different way by using different mediums to create wonderful projects. Please take a minute to look at all the fantastic art hanging around the building.  Thank you Mrs. V for all you do!











Heads Up on Next Year's Budget for Durham Public Schools:





Parents should be aware that DPS is expecting even more cuts in next year's budget. As many of you know, state tax revenues for public school funding are weak at best. In addition, federal stimulus funds that softened the budget which caused our schools to take hits last year are not likely to be replaced. 


Thus, despite the fact that the economy is slowly improving, DPS schools may be facing even deeper cuts than they did this year. Due to the local and state budget crisis, as many as 200 positions may need to be eliminated for 2010-2011. Much of this depends, of course, on what the legislature does and the negotiations that the county and DPS have over school funding this spring.


The Creekside PTA is considering scheduling a parent meeting to discuss the budget and its impact on our school this winter or early spring. That will allow parents to understand the budget picture - and the community's options - BEFORE the county and DPS start their negotiations. Doing so will also allow parents to be better educated if they choose to be involved in this debate.


If you are in favor of holding a meeting/discussion about next year's budget for Durham Public Schools, please contact Melissa Rooney by phone (919 599 0952) or by email (� HYPERLINK "http://webmail.zyyz.com/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=mmr121570%40yahoo.com" �mmr121570@yahoo.com�), so that we know whether organizing such a meeting is in the interest of our Creekside parents. Just leave a message indicating that you would attend such a meeting. Thanks for your concern and involvement!








HELP BUILD A GREAT WALL OF ART!!!


We’re so excited about this new project!!!!! We plan to install a ceramic tile on the wall of the NEW wing. YOUR child’s artwork can be PERMANENTLY displayed for years to come. Imagine being a part of Creekside’s history. Look in your child’s folder for further details





From the President’s Desk


	 First, I need to send out congratulations to Crystal Paiz, Rose Delatorre and Patty Moore for their sensational International Night!  The displays by each class and individual students were wonderful, the pot luck dinner was a huge success and the performances were enjoyed by everyone.  It was fabulous to see so many families and staff members attend, for me it represented what a PTA function should be, fun AND educational.  A special thanks to Tina Forbes, Deborah Garrison, Nikki Warren, Tonya Jackson, Kim Faison and Caroline Kenning for all their hard work as well.  On another note, PTA officer nominations and elections are coming up!  Anyone interested in running for any office (President, Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer) please contact Pam Kearsley, our Nominating Committee Chair at � HYPERLINK "mailto:prk@nc.rr.com" \t "_blank" �prk@nc.rr.com�.  Elections will be held at the PTA General Meeting in April. 


Lori Farley


PTA President 2009-2010








Looking Ahead…March 2010


March 1-5		Science Week


3rd Grade Bake Sale


March 1st 		7:00 – 8:00 pm PTA Board


March 2nd		Dr. Seuss Hat Day


March 3rd		6:30– 8:00 pm Science Festival Night


March 4th                        2nd grade to Duke Homestead (classes of D’Auria, Scofield, Ramseur)


March 5th 	2nd grade to Duke Homestead (classes of Erdely, Gall, Fields, Ellis)


March 6th 	9:00 p.m. Duke Concessions BB – UNC


March 10th 		EARLY RELEASE 1:30 pm


March 15th 		Spirit Week = Wacky Tacky Day


4:00 p.m. = Site-Based Team Meeting


March 16th	Spirit Week = Favorite Sports Team Day


March 17th 		Spirit Week = Dress-Up Day


March 18th	Spirit Week = School Spirit Day (Wear Green & Yellow)


9:30 am – 10:15 am = Club de Mujeres


March 22-26		Benchmark Reading & Math 3rd-5th


March 26th		7:00 p.m. = Movie Night


March 30th 		Field Trip – 4th Grade


March 31st 		End of 3rd Grading Period











Please contact Melanie at melanieduhon@hotmail.com or 361-9807, if you are available to help with the Duke concession stands. We are always in need of extra help.





PTA Committee News


Be sure to visit our website at, � HYPERLINK "http://www.creeksidepta.com" ��www.creeksidepta.com� for information about events happening at Creekside and how you can help the PTA committees.  We would love for you to get involve with the PTA.





Science Week and Science Night – Melanie Duhon


It's time for Science Week!


Students registered for the science fair will set up their posters in the media center on Sunday afternoon, February 28th, 1-3pm or Monday morning, March 1st, 7am-9am.Science week Tuesday, March 2rd from 6:30pm-8pm.  All are welcome! Posters need to be removed from the media center on Friday, March 5th by 6pm.All Creekside students and their families are welcome at the Science Festival, whether or not the student participated in the Science Fair. There will be many exhibits, live animals, real chemistry experiments and fantastic hands on physics demos.  


We hope to see you all there! Contact Melanie at � HYPERLINK "mailto:melanieduhon@hotmail.com" �melanieduhon@hotmail.com� or 361-9807, if you are available to help.





Spring Carnival


 Save the date: April 23rd from 5:30pm till 8:30pm. Please look for volunteer opportunities in the March newsletter. If you are interested in approaching local business for prizes for the large raffle, please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:christyestersling@nc.rr.com" ��christyestersling@nc.rr.com�





Spirit night Up coming events


 Dominos dough raising events on Wednesday March  3rd, 2010 Look for a flier in your child’s folder.














Please consider taking a few moments to give your input regarding school meals in DPS.  It will probably take 3 minutes.  Also, if you know other parents you think would like to participate, please send the link to them, too. The link is: � HYPERLINK "http://uncodum.qualtrics.com/SE?SID=SV_8k6vlFhpDjFLTog&SVID=Prod" ��http://uncodum.qualtrics.com/SE?SID=SV_8k6vlFhpDjFLTog&SVID=Prod�  


Thanks so much!

















                                   Save Box Tops, Tyson chicken labels & Soup Labels!


Please remember to collect the following:


Box Tops for Education (�HYPERLINK "http://www.boxtops4education.com/"��www.boxtops4education.com�), 


Campbell’s Labels for Education (�HYPERLINK "http://www.labelsforeducation.com/"��www.labelsforeducation.com�), 


Tyson Project A+ Points (� HYPERLINK "http://www.tyson.com/projectaplus/" ��www.tyson.com/projectaplus/�), 


Capri Sun juice bags (� HYPERLINK "http://www.terracycle.net" ��www.terracycle.net�).


Lay’s Chip bags  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.terracycle.net" ��www.terracycle.net�).





In January we received checks from Box Tops for $600.00 and a $40.00 check from Tyson foods.  We now are accepting Capri Sun juice bags and Lay’s chip bags for Terracycle and in return we will receive 2cents for each item turned in.


Eagle Eye Store is open Mondays from 8:35 to 9:00am. For more information, please contact Tina Casto at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tina.casto@gmail.com" �tina.casto@gmail.com�.


Thank you for all your support. We could not do this with out your help.
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